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DESBQROU'iH  URBAl>i  DISi’RICT  COUiTCIL. 

nual  Report  "by  J.  T.  Murphy,  M.  B.  , B.  Ch.  , B.A.  0.,  D.  P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


75 » London  Road, 

^ Kettering. 

' March,  194U. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Bosworth  and  Gentlemen, 

I heg  to  present  my  annual  report  for  1942.  Certain  items 
of  the  report  have  to  he  omitted  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  help  and  also 
to  my  fellow  officers  for  their  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.T.  MURPHY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A.  ' 

Vital  Statistics. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

• • • 

58 

28 

30 

Illegitimate 

• • ♦ 

2 

1 

1 

60 

29 

31 

Birth-rate  per 

o 

o 

o 

estimated  resident  populatix^n  - 12.7 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

•• 

mm 

1 

- 

1 

Rate  per  1,000 

total 

(live  and  still) 

' births 

- 16.3 

DEATHS. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

50 

28 

22 

Death-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population'-  Crude  rate  - 10.6 

There  were  no  deachs  from  measles,  whooping  cough  or  from 
diarrhoea  in  children  under  two  years  of  age. 

» 

There  were  no  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Deaths  due  to  cancer.  5 

Deaths  due  to  heart  and  circulatory  causes 
including  intracranial  vascular  lesions.  23 
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Rates  per  1 

,000  civilian  population:- 

England  & 

Smaller  Tow^ns. 

' 

Wales. 

25, COO  to  50,000 

Desbo rough. 

popul at ion. 

Death-rate. 

11.6 

12.  1 

10.  6 ' 

Live  birth-rate. 

15-  8 

18.4 

12.7 

Deaths  under  one 

■ 

year  of  age. 

49 

46 

Nil. 

( Per  1 , 000  live 

births) . 

SECTION  B.  ■ General" Provision 

of  Health  Services. 

* 

The&e  were  similar  to  19U'I«  During  the  year  a weekly^* 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  was  opened  at  the  Kettering  and  District 
General  Hospital  "by  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council. 

An  addition  to  the  Health  Services  was  the  provision  of 
facilities  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941  ^ fon  the  trea'cment  of. 
scabies  and  verminous  conditions.  Tv/enty-eight  cases  v/ere  dealt 
with. 


Diphtheria  immunisation  v/as  carried  out  at  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

The  total  number  of  children  vHio  completed  the  full  course 
of  immunisation  from  the  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1942,  was 
as  follows:- 

Under  5 years.  Between  5 and  15  years. 

58  33  = 91  Total. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  since  the  scheme  began 
(January,  1941)  to  31st  December,  1942:- 

150  500  4 650  Total. 

The  percentage  immunised  being: - 

Under  5 years.  Between  5 and  15  years. 

5o>b 

SECTION  C & E.  Sanitary  Circums'cances  of  the  Area  and  Inspection 

of  Food. 

Report  by  A.  Harris,  M.  I.M.  & Cy.  E.  , A.  R.  San.  I. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Wa  Ger  Supply.  An  adequate  supply  was  maintained  throughout  the 
year.  Samples  of  water  taken  for  examination  were  satisfactory. 

No  water  mains  were  extended. 

Sewage  Disposal.  Labour  has  continued  to  be  difficult,  but  the 
sewage  disposal  works  have  been  well  maintained  and  the  effluent 
has  been  uniformly  good.  128  loads  of  sludge  manure  were 
delivered  to  allotments  and  gardens  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area.  During  the  year,  181  • 
inspections  v/ere  made.  33  nuisances  were  abated  by  serving  informal 
notices.  No  statutory  norices  were  necessary. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act.  A rat  week  was  held  in  November 
when  244  rats  were  destroyed. 

Milk  Supply.  105  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination; 
75  were  good,  16  moderate  and  14  were  bad. 
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SECTION  D.  Housirj_£. 

No  houses  were  huilt  during  1942. 

Overcrowding  - One  case  of  overcrowding  remained  outstanding. 
SECTION  F«  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  infectious  diseases  notified  were  as  follows 


Scarlet  Fever* 2? 

Whooping  Cough 6 

Cerehro-Spinal  Fever 1 

Erysipelas 2 


T'wenty-one  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

E o deaths  c c c Ux''  rod. 

P~Qpihal  Fever.  This  patient  was  removed  to  hospital  and 
recovered. 

Erysipelas.  Both  cases  were  nursed  at  home. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year^— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 2 Males,  2 Females. 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 1 Male. 

Deaths  during  the  year:- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 2 Males,  2 Females. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1942:- 

^ _ • Males.  Females.  Total. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  I3  8 21 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  72  9 


30 


EVACUATION. 

_ No  evacuees  were  received  in  the  area  during  the  period  under 
review  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  position  was  as  follows;- 

Mothers * y 

Children  with  Mothers 13 

Unaccompanied  School  Children ...  80 

Teachers,  Helpers  and  Other  Adults..  21 


121 
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